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TEMPERATURE DEPENDENCE OF THE ULTRASONIC PROPERTIES OF AS4/LEXAN AND 
XAS/LEXAN COMPOSITE* 
INTRODUCTION 
B.T. Smith 
Department of Physics 
Christopher Newport College 
Newport News, VA 23606 
The integrat ion of composites into critical components of aerospace 
structures requires that their integrity can be nondestructively 
evaluated. Conventional ultrasonic techniques are sufficient for gross 
flaw detection but nondestructively measuring matrix consolidat ion, 
fiber matrix adhesion and fiber breakage calls for the development of 
new techniques. Presented here is an approach which will aid in the 
understanding of the interaction of ultrasonic waves with composite 
materials. 
The interaction of ultrasonic energy with composite material is 
complicated by the inherent anisotropy of the structure. The matrix is 
a viscoelastic material with appreciable acoustic absorption which also 
supports low acoustic velocity. The fiber which is crystalline provides 
little acoustic absorption, has a high ultrasonic wave speed and will 
have negligible temperature dependence for interaction with ultrasonic 
waves. The properties of the material at the matrix-fiber interface are 
unknown. Taking advantage of the different temperature dependence of 
the constituent parts the contribution o f the matrix and the graphite 
fiber to the propagat ion and total scattering of the ultrasonic wave 
can be evaluated. Thus a comparison of the pure matrix and the 
composite samples over a wide temperature range will allow separat ion 
of contributions of the matrix and the fiber to interaction with an 
ultrasonic wave. 
The temperature dependence of the ultrasonic properties of polymeric 
materials has been previously investigated by Hartmann and Jarzynski 
[1], who determined the temperature dependent values of the ultrasonic 
wave speed and elastic constants. Sutherland and Lingle [2] also 
examined polymeric materials and determined the master equation as well 
as the temperature dependent ultrasonic velocity. Smith and Winfree [3] 
have reported the temperature dependent acoustic properties of 
polysulfone and polysulfone/graphite fiber composite. In that study [3] 
the approximate contribution of the fiberand matrix to the total 
attenuation was determined. In continuat ion of that earlier work the 
temperature dependence of the velocity and attenuation for both the 
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Fig. 1. Acoustic response of the AS4/lexan (Vf = 0.55) sample 
at -4C. 
matrix and composite materials is presented here. This introduction is 
followed by a description of the experimental technique, a section on 
data reduction and a concluding section on the results. 
EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUE 
The experiment was performed in an insulated bath of 70% solution 
ethylene glycol with mechanical refrigerant cooling to vary the 
temperature from -40C to 20C. A broadband immersion transducer with a 
center frequency of 5 MHz was used in a pulse echo mode with pulse 
excitation. The front surface and subsequent round trip echoes where 
digitized at 100 megasamples/sec, signa1 averaged 100 times, and stored 
for later analysis. An air dam behind the specimens provided 
total reflection at the back surface. A chromel-alumel thermocouple 
with an electronic zero point reference was used to record the sample 
temperature. The system was cooled to -40C and allowed to warm to room 
temperature over the course of tens of hours assuring thermal 
equilibrium of the sample and liquid. The digitized waveforms where 
recorded for every half degree variation. The samples included a 100% 
lexan, 8 and 16 ply uniaxial XAS/lexan specimens with differing fiber 
volume fractions (Vf= 0.58, 0.61, 0.36, and 0.35), and a 16 ply 
uniaxial AS4/lexan sample with a fiber volume fraction of 0.55. AII of 
the specimens had undergone the same processing history. The resin 
content and corresponding fiber volume fraction were determined by 
measuring pre- and post-processing parameters and are accurate to a few 
percent. 
DATA REDUCTION 
A representative ultrasonic waveform is shown in Figure 1. The front 
surface echo is evident as well as the first and second round trips 
throu9~. the sample. To solve for the ultrasonic velocity, attenuation, 
and reflection coefficient, the front surf ace reflection at each 
temperature is convolved with a plane wave model of the round trip 
waveforms. This is a variation of the technique suggested by Papadakis 
[4]. The model used is shown here: 
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Fig. 2. Experimental data (-) and fit (---) for the AS4/lexan 
sample -4C. 
where R is the reflection coefficient, c is the wave speed, ro is the 
radial frequency and K1 and K2 give the frequency dependence of the 
attenuation, which is assumed to be a constant plus a frequency 
dependent term. This model calculat ion is compared to the data using a 
Levenburg-Marquardt non-linear fitting routine [5] for the variables 
R, c, K1 and K2' 
RESULTS 
An example of the first and second round trip response and the fit to 
the data is shown in Figure 2 . The fit is quite good and the same 
procedure is applied to alI the data. 
The attenuation for the AS4/lexan and the 100% lexan sample is shown 
in Figure 3. The total attenuation is calculated by adding the K1 and 5 
MHz times the K2 value (K1 + 5*K2> at each temperature. Although the 
transducer used is broadband the choice of 5 MHz locates the 
approximate centroid of the energy distribution in the ultrasonic wave. 
The absorption attenuation of the 100% lexan is above that of the 
composite. The composite is a stiffer structure and losses are due to 
absorption and scattering of the ultrasonic wave. The relative 
temperature response of the composite is the same viscoelastic response 
of the pure matrix and a linear function could be used to fit the lexan 
data to the composite data. 
The attenuation data for representative experiments on XAS/lexan is 
shown in Figure 4 along with the 100% lexan data. The data represents 
different composite panels that were measured in a different ser ies of 
experiments. The top attenuation curve is for an 8 ply sample with 
Vf=0.58 and the other is a 16 ply sample with Vf=0.61. For this case 
the attenuation is both greater than and less than that of the pure 
matrix material. This is also the case for the other composite samples 
when the experiments are repeated at different locations on the sample. 
The attenuation data can be linearly fit with the 100% lexan 
attenuation data and the magnitude differences are most likely due to 
local scatterers in the material. These scatterers are visible as small 
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Fig. 3. Attenuation as a function of temperature for 
AS4/lexan and 100% lexan. 
amplitude returns between the surface echoes shown in Fig. 1. The data 
is not corrected for this internal backscatter and only the surface 
reflections are used in the calculation 
The velocity variation with temperature is shown in Figure 5. The 
result is typical of viscoelastic materials where the stiffness 
increase at lower temperature supports higher wave speeds. The increase 
with fiber content is representative of the contribution of the fiber 
to the increased stiffness of the samples. The progres sion with fiber 
content is regular for the XAS fiber samples. For the subset of fiber 
volumes the difference in the specimen velocity values is the likely 
result of the variance in the fiber volume fraction which is greater 
than the accuracy of the known values. The reproducibility of the 
velocity data on an individual samples is excellent and is independent 
of the relative attenuation value at the measurement location. Other 
experimental results for the same samples measured at later times at 
different locations on the sample are shown on Fig. 5 and the data 
points overlap well. 
The results for the AS4/lexan velocity calculations seem out of place 
on this graph. In fact since the AS4 and XAS fibers have similar 
properties the AS4/lexan data should lie between the two sets of 
XAS/lexan data due to its measured value of fiber volume fraction. The 
offset of the AS4/lexan is greater than the uncertainty in the fiber 
volume fraction values and is due to a difference in the physical 
makeup of the AS4/lexan specimen as compared to the XAS/lexan specimen. 
This difference was noted by other researchers examining the same 
composite systems. Concurrently with the work reported here the 
interlaminar fracture toughness of samples identical tothe ones 
studied here was being performed [6]. The properties of the fiber are 
nearly identical but work by Hinkley [6] revealed that a proprietary 
surf ace coating applied to the XAS fiber lead to a probable reaction 
with the matrix during processing of the samples. He found evidence of 
a higher porosity for the XAS as compared to the AS4. A post-processing 
examinat ion of the material at the fiber matrix interface revealed that 
the molecular weight of the matrix had degraded from initial values. 
Also, the interlaminar fracture toughness of the XAS/lexan was 40% 
below that of the AS4/lexan. Therefore, the XAS/lexan velocity data 
maybe lower than that of the AS4/lexan because of the 
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Fig. 4. Attenuation as a function of temperature for 
XAS/lexan (a) 8-ply: Vf=0.58, (b) 16-ply: 
Vf=0.61, and 100% lexan. 
presence of porosity. The effect of porosity on decreasing the 
ultrasonic wave velocity has been noted by Reynolds and Wilkinson [7]. 
The other possibility is that the local variat ion in molecular weight 
near the fiber-matrix interface changes the elastic constants 
sufficiently to dramatically alter the transverse velocity. 
CONCLUSION 
We have presented here a technique for the measurement of the 
ultrasonic properties of composite and matrix materials as a function 
of temperature. This method illustrates the first step towards 
separat ing the contributions of the constituent parts to interaction 
with an ultrasonic wave. 
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Fig. 5. Ve10city as a function of temperature for: 
(a)AS4/lexan (0.55), (b) XAS/lexan (0.58), 
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